





























































































































































































































































































Bird	Yarns		September	2016	 Contacted	key	people	involved	in	the	project;	those	people	who	worked	in	the	gallery,	who	ran	the	Woolly	Wednesdays	knitting	group	and	the	artist.	November	2016	 Fieldwork	on	Mull		 One	focus	group	with	the	Woolly	Wednesdays	knitters		 Attended	two	Woolly	Wednesdays	knitting	sessions		 Six	semi	structured	interviews	with	gallery	staff	
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	 Five	semi	structured	interviews	with	people	who	had	participated	in	the	initial	project			 Sixteen	hours	of	participant	observation	at	the	gallery	over	eight	days	December	2016	 Two	semi	structured	interviews	with	artist	Deirdre	Nelson	January	2017	 One	semi	structured	interview	with	Deirdre			I	had	previously	written	my	master’s	thesis	on	Bird	Yarns,	for	an	MSc	at	Sussex	University	in	2012.	I	had	used	questionnaires	and	Q-method,	followed	by	statistical	analysis	to	compare	the	two	methods	as	to	which	was	most	suitable	for	evaluating	the	impact	of	the	artwork	on	visitors	to	the	exhibition,	published	with	my	then	supervisor,	David	Ockwell	as	‘participatory	arts	and	affective	engagement	with	climate	change:	The	missing	link	in	achieving	climate	compatible	behaviour	change?’	(Burke	et	al.	2018).	From	this	research,	I	had	kept	in	touch	with	Deirdre,	and	some	other	residents	of	Mull.	I	drew	on	these	already	existing	networks	of	contacts	and	my	prior	knowledge	of	the	artwork	as	a	base	with	which	to	develop	the	research	for	the	PhD.		 Between	2012	and	2016,	the	Bird	Yarns	artwork	had	been	exhibited	across	the	UK	at	seven	different	galleries.	In	November	2016,	it	was	exhibited	back	on	Mull	where	it	had	initially	been	made.	I	travelled	to	Mull	for	two	weeks	to	conduct	interviews,	focus	groups	and	participant	observation	with	those	who	were	previously	and	currently	involved	in	the	project.	I	met	Deirdre	to	interview	her	about	the	piece	on	three	separate	occasions	in	London.			









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Bird	Yarns	project,	in	which	the	participants	were	not	a	part	of	the	initial	design	of	the	project.	This	resulted	in	them	not	feel	especially	connected	to	the	project	four	years	on.		3) Be	sensitive	to	the	motivation	of	the	participants,	and	their	reasons	for	wanting	to	take	part	in	the	project.	There	may	be	tensions	between	what	the	researcher	would	like	to	achieve	and	what	motivates	the	participants,	therefore	how	the	researcher	navigates	this	becomes	important.	Be	clear	and	keep	discussions	open	in	order	to	inform	your	approach.	Each	of	the	participants	in	the	projects	had	their	own	unique	motivations	in	wanting	to	participate.	For	example,	in	Knit	and	Natter,	the	knitters	came	to	the	group	in	order	to	relax	and	socialise,	they	therefore	did	not	want	to	make	adversarial	artworks;	the	nature	of	why	they	came	was	reflected	in	the	types	of	art	they	wanted	to	make.	A	number	of	them	also	felt	precarious	in	their	economic	and	housing	situation	and	did	not	want	to	make	this	any	more	precarious	by	making	artworks	they	thought	of	as	being	confrontational.	In	order	to	keep	them	voluntarily	coming	to	the	group	and	to	motivate	them,	it	was	important	to	respect	these	reasons	behind	their	participation	and	not	push	them	into	making	artworks	they	felt	uncomfortable	with.			 4) Be	respectful	of	the	ethics	of	emotional	labour	within	the	project;	especially	that	of	the	artist(s)	and	those	of	the	participants.	Running	art	projects	is	hard	work,	especially	for	the	artists.	As	was	particularly	clear	in	Linen,	the	emotional	labour	and	voluntary	time	taken	by	the	artist	and	the	participants	was	substantial.	As	Shannon	Jackson	(2011)	emphasises,	this	emotional	work	is	feminised	and	often	overlooked.	If	we	are	to	take	
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an	ethical	approach	to	the	‘work’	of	art,	a	large	proportion	of	this	is	to	acknowledge	and	respect	the	emotional	labour	that	goes	into	running	projects.			 5) Take	seriously	the	role	of	nonhumans	within	the	projects	and	wherever	possible	take	their	agency	and	needs	into	consideration	of	the	design	of	the	project.	In	order	to	reflect	upon	nonhuman	participation	within	the	projects,	I	drew	on	Bastian’s	four	suggestions:	firstly	expanding	life	worlds,	secondly	supporting	cognitive	estrangements,	thirdly	challenging	issues	of	competency,	finally	designing	methods	for	inclusion.	Although	I	did	not	set	out	to	include	nonhumans	as	participants,	per	se	–	and	hence	do	not	feel	able	to	offer	guidelines	for	nonhumans	-	I	have	nonetheless	reflected	upon	their	participation	in	each	of	the	projects,	in	future,	it	would	be	interesting	to	develop	best	practice	guidelines	specifically	for	working	with	nonhuman	participants	in	participatory	environmental	art	projects.			 	
Future	directions	for	thready	geographies	
	This	research,	like	a	lot	of	research	on	craft	and	making	skills,	was	based	in	the	Global	North	and	Australia,	in	my	case	the	UK.	Thread	based	craft	practices	have	long	histories	the	world	over,	they	tell	stories,	pass	on	culture,	they	involve	the	nurturing	and	care	of	nonhumans,	for	example	sheep,	goats,	cotton	and	flax	in	complex	historical	and	material	geographies	far	richer	than	those	which	I	have	engaged	with	here	(for	example,	Haraway’s	work	on	Navajo	weaving	practices,	2016:	p	89	-	97).	Communities	in	the	Global	South	will	have	other	ways	of	making,	engaging	with	and	communicating	cultures	and	transformations	to	local	environments.	There	is	a	need	for	understanding	a	diversity	of	practices	and	knowledges	beyond	the	narrow	provision	of	those	that	are	regularly	practiced	in	the	global	north.		Finally,	this	research	has	resonated	with	other	research	concerning	the	transformation	of	materials	and	geographies	of	repair	and	reappropriation,	for	
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example	ships	(Gregson	et	al.,	2010),	homesteads	(DeSilvey,	2006)	and	repair	shops	(DeSilvey	and	Ryan,	2018).	A	focus	on	the	lifespan	of	materials,	their	production,	use	and	afterlife	is	particularly	pertinent	in	the	Anthropocene	because	of	the	ways	in	which	the	entanglements	of	environments,	bodies	and	materials	change	and	transform	over	time,	and	how	they	are	each	affected	by	the	other	(for	example,	Alaimo’s,	2010	work	on	toxicity	and	transcorporeality).	If,	as	Carr	and	Gibson	(2015)	argue,	there	is	a	need	to	understand	making	as	an	Anthropocene	concern,	then	there	is	also	a	need	to	understand	repair,	reuse	and	reappropriation	practices	as	they	relate	to	thready	geographies	in	this	context	too	as	materials	become	scarcer	and	repair	becomes	increasingly	important.	This	thesis	has	developed	the	idea	of	thready	geographies	as	a	way	to	engage	with	the	concept	and	challenges	of	the	Anthropocene.	The	Anthropocene	is	full	of	uncertainty;	with	complicated	entangled	histories	and	futures.	There	is	a	pressing	need	to	understand	how	we	relate	to	things,	to	other	life	on	earth,	to	the	stuff	that	we	make,	unmake	and	remake	–	and	importantly	how	we	make	it	(Carr	and	Gibson,	2015).	As	researchers,	we	need	methods	that	enable	us	to	unravel	and	get	to	grips	with	some	of	these	complexities	and	entanglements	(Johnson	and	Morehouse,	2016).	Thready	geographies	can	help	us	to	make	the	kinds	of	entanglements	that	are	important	for	the	Anthropocene;	they	can	slow	us	down,	enable	different	kinds	of	material	considerations	and	help	develop	sensitivities	and	ethical	relations	between	humans	and	nonhumans.	Through	the	processes	of	making,	and	reflecting	on	the	making	processes	of	others,	they	can	also	help	researchers	to	trace,	unravel	and	understand	the	myriad	small	entanglements	we	make	in	our	everyday	activities.	I	hope,	therefore,	to	have	offered	a	glimpse	into	the	potential	of	thready	geographies	to	engage	with	some	of	these	challenges.		
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